
The Sherpa line includes six versions with a capacity ranging between 
7.9 and 11 tons.

L’A400M tested on rough fields.

Bastille day  represents to us, 
French people, an important 
annual celebration of the 
Republic’s motto: Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity, which is valuable 
more than ever to our grieving 
nation after Nice’s terrible 
terrorist attack that symbolized 
a real trauma all over the world. 
This past year witnessed the 
presidential election campaign, 
followed by the legislation where 
our new President, Emmanuel 
Macron, and the majority formed 
around his party “La République 
en Marche” took office. 

Today our country is well under 
way and has established here 
in Kuwait an excellent Franco-
Kuwaiti relationship, a genuine 
convergence of views on the 
political level, cooperative 
projects, and a common desire 

to foster our trading. Whether 
it is a civil or a defense matter, 
France is a privileged partner 
for Kuwait in addition to being a 
destination of choice for the many 
Kuwaitis who visit us every year. 
In this respect, we have taken 
important measures to improve 
the processing of visa applications, 
which, I remind, are issued within 
48 hours to Kuwaiti nationals. 

Much has been done in recent 
years to deepen our relations. 
I, personally, have participated 
in many social and professional 
circles in Kuwait, and I must 
say that I am very pleased to 
discover new talents at each 
of my encounters, especially 
among young Kuwaitis. To 
this end, we have developed 
our communication tools  
targeting our audience in  

Kuwait, particularly  through 
our Instagram account @
francekoweit. I personally put 
great emphasis on being able 
to demonstrate what we are 
doing here, whether through 
our political connections or our 
cooperation measures. You will 
find as well in this special issue of 
the Kuwait Times articles provided 
by the various departments of 
the Embassy which will give you a 
general overview on our activities. 

Wishing you all a happy bastille 
day, a happy school and college 
holiday to all children and 
students, and a happy summer 
to those who are going to Europe 
and especially to France for 
summer vacations. We will meet 
back after the holidays!

France has always been very 
committed to providing a 
high quality level of training 
for its elite military forces. 
Today, these forces are 
mainly trained by four major 
schools for three years: 

The Saint-Cyr school located 
in Coëtquidan offer training 
for future army officers. The 
uniqueness of the training, 
oriented towards operational 
efficiency, is based on the 
transversality of the education 
on each of the academic, military, 
and personal levels. 

The training given by the 
Ecole Navale located in Brest is 
crowned by 6 months on board 
of a naval vessel after which the 
officer cadets acquire a stature of 
military chief and naval systems 
expert. 

The Ecole de l’Air located in 
Salon-de-Provence trains 
aeronautical experts and equips 
them with genuine leadership and 
management skills. 

Finally, the Ecole Polytechnique, 
one of the top ten universities in 

the world, offers an engineering 
training where military culture 
and academic knowledge form   a 
continuum.

The Elites Kuwaiti Militaries 
have been benefiting for more 
than 20 years from this high 
level training, under the 
supervision of a specialized 
company, Défense Conseil 
International (DCI). 

Almost 175 young officers from 
the Army, the Air force, and the 
Navy currently benefit from this 
high-quality level of training 

offered by the three main French 
military schools. Welcomed for 
five years, they are provided with 
both an academic and military 
training. During the first part of 
the French language-learning 
stays, they are hosted by local 
families, strengthening as such 
the bonds of friendship between 
France and Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti cadets receiving their 
pilot’s license

Since 2014, DCI provides ab 
initio training for Kuwaiti pilots. 
Approximately 30 cadets are 
trained as fighter pilot, helicopter 
pilot, or transport pilot.

France offers as well advanced 
training modules, particularly in 
the maritime field. 

Finally, the prestigious Ecole de 
Guerre, which prepares senior 
officers to take on leadership 
responsibilities of the highest 
level, welcomes every year one 
Kuwaiti officer. 

Instagram, Twitter, 
Facebook: @francekoweït

How does France 
Provide Training for 

its Elite Military Forces?

 Bastille day 2017
HE Christin NAKHLE

Ambassador of France to Kuwait

Army Officers of the Saint-Cyr School at Coëtquidan

The Ecole Navale at Brest

Flag presentation ceremony of a new promotion of the Ecole de L’Air

The French Defense Industry
France is one of the leading countries in the arms industry

Ten large groups, 
more than 4,000 
SMEs, 165,000 
high-tech jobs, and              
15 billion euros 
turnover per year: 
France stands out in 
the arms market.
The French industry is capable of 
designing and producing almost all 
equipment required by its national 
armed forces. Above all, France 
provides almost 10% of global 
arms supply thus positioning itself 
at the fourth place among the 
world’s exporters. 

How do you explain such 
success?

The French defense industry is 
renowned in all fields. 

In the aeronautics field, the French 
equipment is characterized by 
its great versatility. The Rafale is 
certainly capable of performing 
all missions conferred to a fighter 
aircraft. However, the A400M is 
worth mentioning and although it 
is designed to transport and drop 
troops and equipment, it can carry 
out medical evacuations and aerial 
refueling missions as well; 43 have 
already been delivered, including 
8 across borders. While the MRTT 
refueling aircraft is considered 
to be a fundamental component 
of our deterrent capabilities 
and is able to provide in-flight 

refueling of aircrafts and to carry 
passengers and freight. 

The FTI program (medium-size 
frigates) is one of the maritime 
industry’s pillars. These frigates 
can in fact carry out either anti-
submarine, anti-aircraft, or anti-
surface combat missions. Gowind-
class corvettes can be used for 
sovereignty, combating illicit 
trafficking, or maritime protection 
operations. 

On the other hand, the land arms 
industry offers many solutions, 
such as the Sherpa, tailored to 
meet most armies’ needs. 

This equipment has proved its 
capabilities after being used in 
external operations.

An important support of 
the state

The development of the defense 
industry came as a result of the 
continuous investment by the 
State for more than fifty years 
through the Direction Générale de 
l’Armement (DGA) in charge of 
three missions: to equip the French 
armed forces, to prepare for the 
future of French defense systems, 
and to promote exports to other 
countries. 

The FTI program (intermediate 
frigates) includes five class types; 
here a FREMM multi-missions 
frigate. 

The FTI program (intermediate frigates) includes five class 
types; here a FREMM multi-missions frigate.   

(july 14) 



Campus France’s emphasis on 
providing a quality experience 
for international students is 
found in every aspect of its 
work—from promotion and 
information to online admissions, 
travel planning, and orientation 
upon arrival. The agency’s Web 
site and its many local offices are 
the engines of its student service 

mission.

• campusfrance.org :

Get information, search 
programs from the licence to 
the doctoral level, apply for 
admission, look for financial aid, 
and prepare for your trip.

www.campusfrance.org/en

• Campus France local offices:

 More than 240 offices in more 
than 120 countries support 
students with information and 
guidance.

Campus France
Campus France is a national agency that helps international students 
achieve their educational goals in France. Campus France manages all 
facets of grant and scholarship programs for international students 

(application for admission and award of grant, orientation, housing, and 
support services during stay).

The France Alumni network
Join the France 
Alumni community!
www.francealumni.fr 
A rapidly growing professional 
and social network

Launched in 2014 by France 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Development, 
France Alumni has more than 
50,000 alumni users and 
1,500 partners (including 
625 educational institutions) 
around the world. A global 
network, it consists of a central 
international site and local 
extension sites in 29 languages 
and more than 100 countries.

A forum for exchange

France Alumni is designed for 
international students who 
have obtained higher education 
in France. It offers graduates 
a forum for exchanges with 
other students and alumni 
through thematic groups (3,000 
participants in 180 groups). 
Topics include working in France 
after graduation; environment 
and climate; French cuisine; 
locating students from similar 
programs; and making the most 
of one’s training.

Cultural events

Stay informed about events 
near you! Campus France and 
its regional offices organize 

events to which students and 
members of France Alumni are 
invited. The global network held 
more than 350 events in 2016 
(lectures, promotion of online 
courses, open houses, tours of 
institutions, cultural outings):

www.francealumni.fr/fr/
news/1710

Professional opportunities

Numerous partners 
(companies, higher education 
institutions)        use the 
network to publicize 
employment and internship 
opportunities in France              
and abroad. 

France has chosen 
Kuwait for the 

reallocation of its 
regional research 

institute in Human and 
Social Sciences after 
been shelved in Yemen 

during the 2011 events. 
Collaborations with 

Kuwaiti institutions 
have multiplied 

ever since the 
establishment of the 

CEFAS.

The French research in 
Archaeology and Social Sciences 
maintains a network of 29 
institutes abroad (IFRE) dually 
supervised by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the National 
Center for Scientific Research 
(CNRS).

In 1982, the French Center 
for Yemeni Studies (CFEY) 
was established, later known 
as CEFAS. Since for security 
reasons in Yemen the center was 
closed in 2011, a new branch 
was opened in Kuwait on the 
basis of a bilateral agreement 
signed between the French 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Laurent Fabius and his Kuwaiti 
counterpart Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, in 
Paris on October 21, 2015.

The CEFAS aims to promote 
the French scientific research 
and the spread of its results in 
the countries of the Arabian 
Peninsula, to host field-based 
researchers and students, to 
establish partnerships, and to 
meet locally the expectation 
in both fields of research and 
training.

Although the CEFAS has a 
regional mission, it is with 
Kuwait that most projects 
are carried out. A very close 
collaboration was established 
with the National Council for 
Culture, Arts, and Letters. 
The launching of an archival 
transfer program is currently 
considered, together with 
several publications and 
scientific events, as well as the 
restoration project of one of 
the iconic heritage monuments 
of the old city of Kuwait 
(Khaz’al Diwan). A number of 
archaeological missions have 
been carried out jointly with 
the National Museum and in 
September 2017, the CEFAS is 

Quality of life

Students enjoy lower prices and 
special assistance in many aspects 
of daily life—advantages that can 
markedly improve their quality 
of life. The national health-care 
system is modern and accessible; 
public transportation is efficient 
and affordable; rent subsidies are 
widely available. In addition to 
access to low-cost restaurants, 
students pay discounted prices at 
museums and athletic events.

Outside France’s vibrant cities, a 
wide variety of landscapes, from 
sparkling seacoasts to majestic 
mountain ranges, offer an 
intriguing palette of recreational 
possibilities. 

Unrivaled cultural dynamism

Literature, films, museums, 
theaters, opera, cafés, and the 
national flair for food and fashion 
are a part of everyday life, 
evidence of the French emphasis 
on culture. Throughout the year, 
but especially in summer, the 
nation celebrates its own culture 
and those of other nations in a 
parade of local and international 
events.

http://francefestivals.com

At the crossroads of Europe 
Bordered by nine different 
countries, France is the ideal place 
from which to discover Europe. 
The proximity of Amsterdam, 
Berlin, Brussels, Barcelona, 
Munich, Milan, and other great 
cities means many opportunities 
to explore Europe. Because France 
is an integral part of economic, 
social, and political Europe, many 
of the country’s educational 
institutions have included a 
European perspective in their 
programs. A course on Europe or 
an internship with a European firm 
is a great way to broaden your 

French experience and embrace 
Europe. French, an international 
language French is spoken by 274 
million people around the world. 
It is the official language of 32 
countries on 5 continents. The 
three capitals of the European 
Union—Brussels, Luxembourg, 
and Strasbourg—are French-
speaking cities. In EU institutions, 
French, German, and English are 
the working languages. French 
is the world’s thirdmost- used 
language for business and second 
for news.

expected to host a Prehistorian 
for two years, who will be 
working with Kuwaiti experts. 
Furthermore, lectures, an annual 
archaeological conference, 
research projects, and editorials 
are being conducted with the 
University of Kuwait, especially 
with the Departments of 
History, Social Sciences, and 
the College of Architecture. A 
festival project in connection 
with an academic conference 
on musicology is set to be 
organized within the framework 
of the Grain Festival, held 
yearly in January. Additionally, 
the center is trusted with the 
University of Tours program on 
the urban space of the city of 
Kuwait, as well as on a project 
on the rich history of Kuwaiti art 
galleries at the forefront of the 
artistic movement in the Gulf 
until the 1980’s. 

Along with the University of 
Kuwait, the CEFAS organizes 
lectures and debates with the 
French Institute in Kuwait, the 
Gulf University for Science and 

CEFAS opens in Kuwait: 
A French research center that 
aims to promote the scientific 
collaboration with the Gulf 

countries

Thoroughly European, 
distinctively French

Technology (GUST), and in its 
own premises. The donation by 
a Kuwaiti Intellectual of his own 
personal library has initiated the 
building up of a library dedicated 
to researchers and students. 

The CEFAS turns to be a key 
element of the French influence 
in Kuwait, and there is no doubt 
that the exchanges in the 
academic field between our two 
countries, and more broadly in 
Humanities, are to be intensified 
in the years to come through 
this reallocation. 

"Every year, 
more than 
100,000 

international 
students receive 
degrees from 
the French 
educational 

system."



1. What are Business France’s 
missions?

Business France is the “French 
Trade Commission. The mission 
of Business France is to promote 
the international development 
of French companies, foster 
French exports, and develop the 
attractiveness of the national 
territory. Business France 
will thus play its full part in 
the efforts to generate more 
exchanges between France and 
Kuwait and to support French 
investments in Kuwait and vice 
versa. 

2. What is your strategy to 
ensure its success?

On Export: What is most 
important to ensure the success 
of this office is to bring Kuwait 

1. How to assess the 
economic relations between 
Kuwait and France? 

In 2016, the bilateral trade 
reached about KD 250 million. 
The Kuwaiti trade balance, in 
the absence of Airbus aircraft 
sales, witnessed a small surplus 
in 2016. The French presence 
may be reinforced in view of 
the market opportunities and 
better reflect the excellent 
political relations established 
between our two countries. 
Kuwait, from its side, remained 
in 2016 the third economic 
partner of France in the Gulf 
region, preceded by Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (with a main focus on 
the export of hydrocarbons). 

2. What successful projects 
could be cited to illustrate 
the Franco-Kuwaiti 
economic cooperation?

France has a foothold in the 
country through twenty 
subsidiaries and nearly 
a hundred of franchised 
companies. The French 
companies are offering 
products distinguished by 
an excellent image and of a 
recognized quality. On the 
other hand, the current trade 
is very receptive to luxury 

goods, agri-food products, 
and industrial equipment. 
The Shamal Az Zour North 1 
project represents one of the 
best examples of industrial 
cooperation as it is the first 
mega-project implemented 
in Kuwait under a public-
private partnership, where 
Engie and Sidem companies 
were promoted by Meed 
Quality Awards for Projects 
for “best industrial project 
of the year in the Gulf 
region” for their contribution 
in the construction of the 
first production station of 
drinking water and energy 
(independent power and water 
plant). In terms of security-
defense field, the sale in 
August 2016 of 30 Airbus 
helicopters of type Caracal 
is worth mentioning; while in 
the health field the project 
of setting-up the French 
hospital Gustave Roussy, that 
has 120 beds, took several 
decisive steps in early 2017. 
The establishment of Gustave 
Roussy hospital in Kuwait, the 
first cancer control center 
in Europe, will improve the 
treatment of cancer patients 
and provide the country 
with an exceptional regional 
reputation as it will be the first 

BUSINESS FRANCE
Mr. Rabih Soufangi, 

Director of the French Trade 
Commission “BUSINESS FRANCE”

BILATERAL
ECONOMIC RELATIONS

Philippe GALLI - Economic Advisor

The French public bank of investment, 
Banque publique d’investissement-

Bpifrance: a major actor in financing 
entrepreneurship, innovation and growth

hospital of its kind in the Gulf 
region. 

3. What are the prospects 
for French companies?

Kuwait unveiled on January 
30, 2017 its long-term 
strategy “Vision of Kuwait in 
2035” designed to plan its 
socio-economic development 
and diversify its sectors of 
activity. In this context, our 
companies will continue to 
pursue innovation to best 
meet the country’s needs. This 
strategy also revolves around 
developing partnerships that 
promote the emergence of 
talents among young Kuwaitis 
since the human capital 
development remains one of 
our common goals. French 
companies are commonly 
aware that they can benefit 
from the support of Kuwait 
Direct Investment Public 
Authority, responsible for 
facilitating the establishment 
of foreign companies in Kuwait 
(via its “one window system”) 
while promoting the Kuwaiti 
market abroad. 

www.tresor.economie.
gouv.fr/pays/koweit

Instagram, Twitter, 
Facebook @francekoweit

Bpifrance was established in 2012 and it 
is equally held by the French state and 
Caisse des dépôts. The banking activities 
are organized around three business 
lines: Bpifrance financing (mainly private 
commercial banks), Bpifrance investment 
and Bpifrance insurance export (credit 
insurance, foreign investment insurance, 
exchange risk insurance, market survey 
insurance, bonds and working capital 
guarantee).

Key figures 2016 show: 2,540 
employees in 48 regional offices 
with 68.5 Billion Euros as total 
assets. Bpifrance appears as the 
best active sovereign wealth 
fund in the world investing in 
Tech and the Number 1 European 
investment firm for startups, risk 
and development capital for SMEs, 
Midcaps and large corporations. 

Bpifrance is dedicated to establish 
a strong partnership throughout 
the whole lifecycle of its clients. 
The bank backs innovative 
projects by financing R&D and 
industrial/commercial launch 
or through equity investment. 

Bpifrance provides a wide range of 
loans to support the development 
of companies of all sizes. Bpifrance 
guarantees banks to enhance 
financing of SMEs at their riskiest 
life stages. The bank invests 
as a minority investor either 
directly in growing companies or 
indirectly in private equity funds, 
themselves investing in SMEs. 
Bpifrance provides the tools and 
support necessary to companies’ 
internationalization. 

Regarding innovation, 
Bpifrance supports innovative 
projects, whether individual or 
collaborative, by financing R&D 

and the go-to market plan or even 
by acquiring a stake in capital: 
support to innovation (grants, 
repayable advances, interest-free 
loans), innovation loans to launch 
innovative products and services 
on the market), seed-capital loans 
to prepare for fund-raising, equity 
investments, either directly or 
through our partner funds.

Serving the future in growth, 
competitiveness and ecosystem, 
Bpifrance defines its strategic 
roadmap: a stabilizing entity 
that ensures access to loans 
and private equity taking 
into account economic cycles 

and actual market failures; a 
bank that proposes non-price 
competitiveness and contributes 
to restore competitiveness by 
specific action and business 
support services for SMEs; an 
optimistic partner that plays a 
central role in the structuration 
of a more business-friendly 
ecosystem, in collaboration with 
all relevant stakeholders.   

www.bpifrance.fr 

at the forefront of French 
companies interested in the Gulf 
Market. For this end, I organize 
and participate in various events 
to inform French companies 
about the potential of the Kuwaiti 
market and provide them with 
the necessary support on how 
to establish themselves in this 
very important market. The most 
important event that took place 
this year was the organization 
of a meeting on Kuwait at the 
Business France’s headquarters 
in Paris in the presence of H.E. 
Christian NAKHLE, French 
Ambassador in Kuwait, and Mr. 
Philippe GALLI, Head of the 
Economic Department. This event 
was a great success as tens of 
French companies took part in this 
occasion. Two other major events 
are set to be held before the end 
of this year which are the visit 
of a French business delegation 
operating in the healthcare 
industry and the organization of a 
French pavilion at the KOGS show 
in October. 

The objective is also to establish 
“strong” relations with Kuwaiti 
companies interested in the 
French market and to walk them 
in this direction through the 
required procedures and the right 
connections.

On investment: the Business France 
office in Kuwait is working very 
closely with H.E. the Ambassador, 
the Head of the Economic 
Department, and Business France’s 
regional office in Dubai to inform 
Kuwaiti investors about the 

many opportunities in France 
and to help them achieve their 
endeavors. 

A series of events in both Kuwait 
and France were organized to 
that effect to further strengthen 
the Franco-Kuwaiti trade 
relations. 

3. How do you evaluate the 
trade relations between 
Kuwait and France?

Despite the fact that France and 
Kuwait’s trade relations are very 
good, there is still much untapped 
potential in various Kuwaiti 
economy sectors, especially in 
the infrastructure, construction, 
oil and gas, services, health, 
and agriculture. Business France 
has therefore set itself the task 
of doing everything possible 

to intensify and improve these 
exchanges to reach our bilateral 
relations’ level of excellence. It 
is also worth mentioning that 
French products, present in most 
sectors, are highly appreciated by 
the local consumer, who wishes 
to see more French products 
within the Kuwaiti market. 

4. Are French investors 
satisfied with Kuwait’s 
business environment?

French investors used to have 
some hesitation about investing 
in Kuwait mainly because of old 
laws that created barriers to 

foreign investment. However, 
the new arrangements put in 
place by the government made 
the Kuwaiti market much more 
attractive. 

As a matter of fact, the new 
foreign investment law, as well as 
the creation of the Kuwait Direct 
Investment Public Authority 
(KDIPA), is facilitating the 
establishment and investment of 
foreign companies in the country. 

5. And vice versa?

The Kuwaiti investments in 
France continue to grow, 
especially in recent years, notably 
in the real estate, industrial, 
petrochemical, hospitality, and 
new technologies sectors. In 
fact, with nearly 65 million 
inhabitants, France represents the 

second largest European market 
and one of the most dynamic 
ones. Being at the heart of 
the European common market 
and considered as a gateway 
to African and Middle Eastern 
markets, France is now a key 
trading partner for Kuwait. 

http://www.businessfrance.fr

https://twitter.com/BF_
MiddleEast?lang=en

https://www.youtube.com/
user/ubifrance



Studying in France: 
Testimony of Mohammad 
Alyassen, President of the 
Kuwaiti Student Association 
in France, and student in the 
second year of a Bachelor’s 
degree in Economy and 
Management at University of 
Perpignan.  

- Why did you learn French 
and choose to study in 
France?

In my opinion, France is one 
of the best countries in the 
world that allows to obtain an 

Higher Education
in France

Mr. Bulent Inan
Head of Campus France Kuwait

1. Can you give us an over-
view since the launching 
in 2012 of Campus France 
Kuwait? 

Since 2012, Campus France 
Kuwait, located within the 
French Institute in Jabriya, 
has been at the service of 
Kuwaiti and foreign students 
residing in Kuwait and wishing 
to undertake or pursue higher 
studies in France. More and 
more students seek our services 
for a customized supervision in 
the framework of the project 

design, the preparation of the 
application file, the enrollment 
at a French institution of higher 
education, the hosting, the 
accommodation and the visa 
application. The promotion of 
the French higher education 
was reinforced and adapted to 
the massive and exceptional 
use of social media in Kuwait so 
that the students can be better 
informed. The promotional 
flagship event of 2016 was the 
organization of the first French-
German fair of education and 
culture in Kuwait, on November 

6 and 7, 2016 in Al Raya Mall. 
This highly impactful and unique 
fair in Kuwait, which attracted 
around 500 visitors, invites 
us to lead the forum again in 
2017 under a European banner. 
Campus France Kuwait is open to 
public from Sunday to Thursday, 
except Tuesday, from 15h00 to 
18h30. 

2. What are the profiles of 
the French students who 
come to Kuwait for study 
and what are their projects? 

The Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and the Languages 
Department of Kuwait University 
offer scholarships every year for 
the study of the Arab language 
and culture to the Arabist French 
students. Kuwait University had 
five Arabist French students 
for the academic year 2016-
2017. An inter-university 
cooperation also offers on a 
yearly basis an opportunity 
to two French students from 
business schools to complete 
one semester in the College 
of Business Administration 
at Kuwait University. These 
students aspire to work in the 
business, diplomacy and luxury 
tourism fields. In Kuwait, they 
can improve their knowledge 
of the Arabic language and 
immerse themselves in a perfect 
commercial culture. They are all 
pleased with the hosting, the 
education received at Kuwait 
University and their stay in the 
emirate.  

3. What are the perspectives 

of Campus France Kuwait for 
the year 2016-2017?

France is today the fourth 
country in the world and the first 
non-English speaking country 
for recruiting international 
students. France provides a wide 
offer of around 1200 programs 
taught in English language. 
Thus, it is no longer needed to 
be fluent in French to study 
in France. Studies to obtain a 
degree are completed by French 
classes, an additional asset in 
an international career, since it 
paves the way for 75 French-
speaking countries. France 
aims to increase the number of 
Kuwaiti students in France, which 
is still very modest in a country 
that is highly attractive in terms 
of the quality of education, the 
quality of life and the cultural 
wealth. An average annual flow 
of 60 students allow maintaining 
the number of Kuwaitis in the 
French universities at around 
150 in very diverse fields: 

law, commerce, engineering, 
arts, languages and human 
sciences. In 2016, 67 study 
visas were delivered to Kuwaiti 
students, i.e. an increase of 
18% compared with 2015. 
Since 2015, France Alumni 
Kuwait has been the reference 
online platform to promote, in 
Kuwait, the French experience 
of the Kuwaiti graduates within 
a wide international network. 
Campus France Kuwait plans 
to participate in different 
international fairs such as the 
project of a European forum 
of higher education in October 
2017. Follow in three languages 
(Arabic, French, English) the 
latest news about the French 
higher education and share your 
experiences on Instagram, 
twitter, Facebook: @
campusfrancekwt, 
@francekoweit, 
@if_koweit and www.koweit.
francealumni.fr and
www.institutfrancais-koweit.
com.

Studying in France: Testimony 
of Janan Ben Salamah, 
temporary Lecturer and 
Research Assistant (ATER) at 
Paris-Sorbonne University. 

Holder of a Bachelor’s degree 
in Language Sciences and a 
Master’s degree in Linguistics 
and Computer Science, she 
teaches Linguistics and Computer 
Science at Bachelor’s level, while 
preparing her thesis. She is the 
first Kuwaiti to teach at Paris-
Sorbonne University.    

- Why did you learn French 
and choose to study in 
France?

Learning a language is a 
richness and the French 
language is elegant and 
unique. I chose France 
because I have always 
dreamed of studying at 
Sorbonne and particularly of 
specializing in computational 
linguistics, a field that is 
quite developed in this 
university. 

- What impact did your 
studies have on your 
career path? 

The French educational 
system is based on a fully 
independent research 
and promotes a shared 
knowledge. This system 
shaped me: I have become 
more mature, I am now more 
self-confident and more 
creative within the team 

internationally recognized, high 
quality degree and to discover a 
new culture. It is particularly for 
this reason that I have chosen 
France as a destination for study 
abroad. Since I had my high 
school diploma, I decided to 
learn French and enrich my skills. 
I believe that France is the right 
country for the foreign students 
from all over the world, thanks 
to all the advantages offered to 
them, such as the allowances and 
the discounts at the restaurants, 
stores, libraries, cinemas and 
transportation means. 

- You have been president 
of the Kuwaiti Student 
Association in France since 
2016, can you tell us about 
your accomplishments?  

UNEKFPA or the National Union 
of Kuwaiti Students in France 
and the Neighboring Countries 
is the first declared association 
of Kuwaiti students in France. 
It is a great honor for me to 

“Sens, Texte, Informatique, 
Histoire – STIH” (Meaning, 
Text, Computer Science, 
History) of the doctoral 
School “Concepts and 
Language” at Paris-Sorbonne 
University. In addition, I have 
acquired new knowledge, 
particularly with respect to 
higher education.  

- What recommendations 
would you give to a 
Kuwaiti student who 
wishes to study in France?

While studying abroad, 
one must confront some 
realities. First of all, the 
language barrier needs to 
be overcome, because the 
French language is not that 
easy, not to mention the fact 
of being away from home 
and living alone in France. 
Add to this the diligent work 
that must be done in order 
to succeed and the changing 
climate.      

act as the representative of 
the Kuwaiti students in France 
and the non-English speaking 
neighboring countries. Our 
mission is to protect the financial 
and moral interests of all the 
union members, to secure their 
rights and to encourage them 
to successfully achieve their 
academic studies. 

- What recommendations 
would you give to a Kuwaiti 
student who wishes to study 
in France?

The Kuwaitis usually choose 
the English-speaking countries 
to study there, as the English 
language is widely used in 
Kuwait. This is why I always 
advise my friends to explore a 
country with a special culture 
like France and to learn a new 
language like French, the second 
most taught language in the 
world and spoken all over the 
globe! 

FUNNN 
GOODIES
COMING SOON
AT IFK



Paris 2024

A piece of 
France in 

Kuwait

Symbols of universality, of 
diversity, of friendship, the 
Olympic Games and their 
values have never been more 
meaningful. It is this open-
minded approach to the 
world, this unique capacity 
of gathering, of creating 
bonds between nations that 
Paris wants to share with the 
world in 2024.

Sharing is fully in line with our 
time, it shapes today’s world 
and already that of tomorrow. 
More than any other city, 
Paris enjoys this culture of 
sharing, this connection with 
the youth. It has transformed 
the collaborative economy and 
the social innovation a progress 
model, thus becoming the capital 
of “Sharing”. Today, the dream 
of the most shared city on social 
media is to welcome the world 
in a unique celebration of the 
Olympic Games, a celebration 
that is open to everyone. Paris 
2024 is aimed at sharing with the 
world the passion of games and 
the sense of the Olympic Games 
with games that would mark the 
history of sport and of Olympic 
Games. In 2024, the exceptional 
heritage of Paris, its cultural 
diversity, its art of living, its 
humanistic values, will be at the 

You are very welcome 
in France at the 
French Institute in 
Kuwait (IFK) where 
everyone may enjoy 
the French atmosphere 
by savoring a crêpe at 
the café or by hearing 
native French people 
talking. 
Established in January 2012, 
the IFK is the operator of the 
French Embassy in Kuwait for the 
promotion of linguistic, cultural 
and academic and scientific 
cooperation.

One of its major missions is 
to promote French language 
by providing not only general 
language courses, for all levels 
and ages, taught by eight full-
time teachers, but also specific 
French courses in different fields 
such as medicine, law, business or 
diplomacy. In sum, whatever your 
needs, aims and interests, you 
are bound to find the right course 
which will enable you to see la vie 
en rose!

service of the Olympic Games, 
to make them radiate all over the 
world. Games that advance the 
society, that share our vision for a 
more inclusive and united world, 
that change the perspective 
towards the disabled, and that 
would eventually become a 
model at the environmental level, 
in the extension of the Paris 
Agreement on the climate. It is 
these games that we would like 
to share, it is Paris 2024.

Key figures of the concept of 
Paris 2024 Games: 

- 95% of the existing or 
temporary sites 

- 22 sports situated within 10 
km around the Olympic Village  

- 85% of the athletes at less 
than 30 minutes from their 
competition site

- 100% of the training fields, 
beyond the competition sites, 
located at less than 20 minutes 
from the Village 

- 90,000 hotel rooms available 
within 10 km of the downtown

- 100% of the spectators moving 
in sustainable public transport

- 2 live sites interconnected by 2 
Olympic paths 

Although the French Institute 
does represent the ideal place to 
brush up your passé composé or 
your imparfait, it keeps widening 
its activities and embodies now 
one of the key actors on the 
Kuwaiti cultural scene proposing 
various cultural events and 
supporting cultural cooperation. 
Moreover, to illustrate its actions 
what better example that the 
Francophonie month which took 
place in March 2017 during which 
various popular events were 
organized such as the concert of 
Fabrice and the roots at “la fête 
de la musique” at  café Three & 
Barista - Shaheed Park or the 
colorful spectacle of lights of Turn 
Off the Light in Salmiya Theater, 
result of a fruitful French-Kuwaiti 
partnership with with LOYAC and 
the National Council for Culture, 
Arts and Litterature. Don’t be in 

a fret if you missed this large-
scale events because the Institute 
yearns to organize cultural events 
as evenly as possible with its 
numerous Kuwaiti partnerships 
and also in its own walls at 
Jabriya, with monthly musical 
evenings.

Promoting the wealth of the 
French culture implies the 
promotion of the excellency 
of the French higher education 
system to build bridges of 
knowledge between our 
countries. France is indeed the 
fourth most popular country 
for international students and 
has recently confirmed its first 
place on the podium of the most 
attractive non-English speaking 
countries. In that way if you 
dream of having the possibility to 
study in France, Campus France 

Kuwait, located in the premises of 
the French Institute, was created 
to offer students a wide range of 
information and documentation 
resources about universities and 
degree courses in France.

Last but not least, the youngest 
will find their happiness in the 
library of the French Institute 
counting up a large section 
for youth literature as well as 
a comfortable and welcoming 
space dedicated to children and 
students.

Don’t hesitate to come discover 
and enjoy this small piece of 
France in Kuwait and to follow 
the French cultural news on 
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook: 
@if_koweit

http://institutfrancais-
koweit.com

Paris 2024 will be an 
unprecedented opportunity 
to promote the practice of 
Paralympic sports in France. 

To date, Paris 2024 is backed 
by the State, the entire political 
class, the economic world and 
the diverse French society, 
carried and inspired by the 
sports movement. The culture of 
sharing, the French art of living 
and its expertise in terms of big 
sporting events are already at the 
service of the Olympic Games. 

Altogether, come and share! 
Made for sharing!

In the run-up to the awarding of the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games
by the International Olympic Committee, Paris is more than ever 

rallied around its candidacy



Medical Tourism, 
Come to France for 

Treatment
Ms Karima ANBAR 
Cooperation attachée

1. France, excellence in 
medical services: 

France prides itself on the best 
hospitals and a healthcare system 
that is globally renowned for 
both its healthcare quality and its 
tradition of hospitality. We have 
similarly proved our excellence in 
medicine, advanced research and 
high quality infrastructures. 

Moreover, our country is a land 
of medical innovation. The highly 
trained teams of physicians and 
researchers have come up with 
many worldwide innovations in 
several therapeutic fields. 13 
Nobel prizes in medicine were 
awarded to French teams. French 
research is particularly active in 
fighting cancers and treating rare 
diseases. 

2. A health care system 
accessible to all: 

France has decided to reinforce 

The treatment of cardiovascular 
diseases is one of the fields of 
medicine that have progressed 
the most during the last decades. 
Thanks to the research and 
technological advancement, 
various, effective and less heavy 
treatments are available for most 
of the cardiovascular diseases. 
The French medical institutions 
are equipped with state-of-
the-art technical equipment and 
make use of the latest medical 
breakthroughs. They apply the 
best techniques of interventional 
cardiology and develop several 
technological innovations which 
give hope to every cardiac 
patient: the artificial heart 
Carmat, the bio-absorbable 
stent, the leadless cardiac 
pacemaker…

The cancerology field represents 
around 20% of the total hospital 
activity of short stay in France. 
The hospitalized patients in 
cancerology are primarily treated 
for gastro-intestinal, breast and 
skin cancer. Specific treatment 
programs were set up to answer 
the needs of persons with rare 
types of cancer or with genetic 
predispositions, as well as the 
needs of elderly, children and 
teens with cancer. The national 
scheme of oncogenetics 
incorporates consultations to 
detect the hereditary forms of 
cancer through genetic tests. 
Moreover, France is characterized 
by the fact of having all over its 
territory cancer control centers. 

its hospitality structures for the 
people who are seeking medical 
treatment in our country for very 
competitive prices and within 
reasonable waiting periods. 

We are all aware that choosing 
to be away for a while from 
one’s family to find the best 
treatment is not easy at all. 
So every step of such difficult 
decision must be made as easy 
as possible, whether finding the 
right institution, preparing the 
administrative procedures or 
scheduling one’s trip and that of 
his/her relatives. Our country has 
established a system to better 
support patients during this 
difficult time and facilitate their 
treatment so that they can focus 
on their recovery. 

Now, accessing medical care 
in France and obtaining visas 
for health-related reasons 
have never been so easy (see 

These centers provide care, 
research and education missions, 
while demonstrating a continuing 
determination to enhance the 
quality and the accessibility to 
treatments solely dedicated to 
fighting cancer.        

4. The opportunity for the 
relatives accompanying 
a patient to discover the 
cultural and touristic 
diversity of our country: 

Each region, each city, has its 
own identity. By staying in 
any of them, one discovers a 
unique cultural, patrimonial and 
gastronomic treasure. France 
remains the first touristic 
destination in the world, 
exhibiting a wealth in its culture 
and presenting a beautiful 
diversity of landscapes. For the 
patients and their companions 
as well, coming to France for 
treatment is also an occasion to 
explore an exceptional heritage. 
With 39 sites classified as World 
Heritage Sites by UNESCO, 8,000 
museums, countless monuments 
and a wide variety of events, 
you have a cultural encounter. In 
terms of natural beauty, whether 
by the sea, at the mountains or 
at the countryside, mesmerizing 
landscapes await you at only 
few cable-lengths of the big 
cities. Plenty of spa regions 
and cities feature particularly 
well-established hotels and 
sports infrastructures, which 
are ideal for relaxation and 

information on the embassy’s 
site). Moreover, reception 
practices of patients and their 
families have been developed, 
services were tailored, and a 
specially trained staff is there to 
answer your needs. 

The patients who lack in their 
country of residence healthcare 
services that their health 
condition requires can from 
now on get in France the most 
efficient treatments and care, in 
terms of effectiveness, cost, and 
hospitality quality. 

3. Innovative and advanced 
medicine in many fields: 

In France, the medicine is at 
the cutting edge of the medical 
progress with technological 
innovations, and among the many 
specialties our country offers, we 
can mention:  

The cardiology is at the forefront 
while 26 million people around 
the world suffer from cardiac 
failure, including 15 million in 
Europe. 

revitalization. France offers a 
rich panel of thermal spas to 
relax and treat diseases such as 
those related to the respiratory 
tract, rheumatology, neurology, 
dermatology, cardio-arterial 
diseases and many others. 

In towns, France is as well 
as privileged destination for 
shopping: luxurious clothing and 
accessories, pieces of arts and 
crafts, gastronomic products, 
and plenty of other choices. And 
the nationals of non-European 
Union benefit from a VAT (value-
added tax) deduction. The French 
regions boast an exceptional 
architectural heritage. From the 
English Channel to Provence, 
from Brittany to Alsace through 
Burgundy, from the South-
West to Corsica, each region 
invites you to enjoy its signature 
specialties. France is known 
as well for being the country 
of “healthy eating” with an 
exceptional variety of quality 
products, a real invitation to 
rediscover the pleasure of 
gastronomic and healthy food. 
As for the French gourmet meal, 
it was identified by UNESCO in 
2010 as part of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage. France in itself 
is an art of living to take care of 
oneself!

All information about tourism 
and medical tourism in France are 
available on: http://france.fr/

Sources of information: 
Atoutfrance



France Candidate for 
the Organization of the 2025 

World Expo

The French candidacy for the 
2025 World Expo is driven by a 
threefold desire: to remain faithful 
to the original spirit of the major 
universal exhibitions, to strictly 
comply with the specifications 
set by the Bureau International 
des Expositions (BIE), and to 
renew the concept so as to 
provide it with the modernity 
linked to the development of 
practices and technologies. In 
addition, France aims to make the 
visitors’ experience an immersive, 
interactive, and collaborative one.  

The 2025 World Expo will be 
organized around a central “Global 
Village”, “Thematic Forums” 
welcomed by several cities, and a 
catalog of “Detours” throughout 
France. 

Mobility is deeply revisited 
and travel times are optimized, 
allowing visitors to continue 
their immersion through the new 
technologies. Time is no longer 
experienced, but lived as an 
instant of exchange and sharing. 

The “Global Village”, located in the 
heart of the “Ile-de-France”, will 
host between 45 and 60 million 
visitors. It will be the center of the 

World Expo and will be linked to 
the major French cities. 

1. The biggest globe connected 
to the world at the heart of 
the Global Village 
At the heart of the Global 
Village, the biggest earth globe 
ever created – with a scale of 
1/100.000th of 127 meters in 
diameter – will invite the visitors 
to travel the planet and discover 
territories and cultures. Web users 
from all over the world will be 
able to post live contents from 
every country. Therefore, people 
from all continents will be able to 
connect to the World Expo, post 
data, and share with the visitors 
the assets and singularities of their 
territories, cultures, innovations or 
know-how.

Inspired by Elisée Reclus’ 1900 
project, this connected globe 
will plunge the visitor in a living, 
immersive, interactive, and totally 
unprecedented experience.

2. Around this globe, a village 
with a scalable architecture 
that reconnects with the 
values of hospitality
Around the globe, a village will be 

deployed on about thirty acres 
within which all countries will be 
treated equally and will dispose of 
one or more 500 square meters 
modules each. These modules will 
be versatile and scalable as they 
will be able to change, regroup, 
and evolve to suit the Expo’s 
highlights, the events, and the 
visitors’ needs.
These modules, thanks to their 
flexibility of use, will prefigure a 
less formal architecture that will 
support usages, with a greater 
attention paid to contents, 
cultures, and geographical 
contexts.
As in a village, streets, avenues, 
and squares will allow to recreate 
an atmosphere that is both 
pleasant and open to the world. 
Communal areas (auditoriums, 
screening rooms, reception halls 
etc...) will be made available to the 
countries for their specific events.
3. Around the village, 
gardens will welcome the 
visitors 
Gardens will spread on about 
twenty hectares all around 
the village. They will be both a 
contemporary interpretation 

of French-style gardens and 
will form various areas that will 
welcome the public in a peaceful 
atmosphere.

They will be an “ecological 
machine” at the forefront 
of biodiversity, natural 
decontamination techniques, and 
water recycling. 

4. The Detours and Strolls of 
the World Expo

Beyond its very innovative 
approach, this setup of the World 
Expo enjoys strong advantages 
when it comes to sustainable 
development. World Expo is 
very economical in terms of 
land availability as it allows for 
the project to be spread out on 

a site of about fifty hectares by 
integrating a very structured 
landscaped architecture. 
Additionally, it combines physical 
and digital dynamics to intensify 
the visitor’s experience by 
optimizing the mobility, and will 
be constructed from the very 
beginning in a perspective that 
allows site restructuring. 
5. A sustainable and virtuous 
economic model
By ensuring an economic model 
without net public financing, 
and by backing the Forums with 
existing major heritage sites or 
with projects already scheduled 
for 2025, France’s candidacy is 
first and foremost eco-responsible 
and builds on investment logic 

whose horizon goes over the time 
of the event. The project is built 
using sustainable infrastructures, 
locations made available, and 
associated state missions. 

The first simulations allowed 
the following hypotheses: 40 to 
60 million visitors, an economic 
impact of 23.2 billion euros 
worth, 160,000 sustainable jobs, 
and 0.5% increase in the GDP. 

The international campaign and 
promotion of France’s candidacy 
was launched in 2016 for a period 
of 2 years among the other 167 
member states of the BIE who will 
vote in 2018 and select the host 
country of the 2025 World Expo. 
Good Luck to France!

“The 2025 World Expo: a development and innovation accelerator”

Paris, 
the New European 

Capital of Startups 
The French digital and 

tech initiatives have 
been particularly 

remarkable since the 
beginning of 2017. 

According to Clarivate 
Analytics, France is the third 
most innovative country in the 
world for 2016. Some French 
startups are witnessing a great 
success and have no difficulty 
raising funds and financing their 
development projects in France 
or abroad. BpiFrance (the French 
Public Investment Bank) is one 
of the main investors and acts 
as one of the major players in 
international financing. The 
largest incubator in Europe has 
just opened its doors in Paris last 
April. France thus confirms its 
strengths in the rapidly growing 
field of artificial intelligence. 
The French Tech dynamic is 
being successful. This initiative, 
launched in 2013 to promote 
the attractiveness of the French 
startups’ ecosystem and to 
support the innovative export 
companies, continues to expand 
in the international hubs. The 
launch of the French Tech Visa is 
expected to attract international 
talents in France, whether 

entrepreneurs, employees, 
or investors. The French Tech 
Tickets already allow the hosting 
of foreign startups in France 
supported by the new residence 
permit “Passeport Talent”, 
launched in late 2016. Access 
to visas and residence permits 
is essential for French and 
International scale-ups (a scale-
up is a startup that has already 
progressed and has tested its 
business model even if not fully 
developed yet). 

Above and beyond France, 
Europe has the ambition to 
remain innovative and has 
decided to establish a European 
Innovation Council responsible 
for making proposals to 
the European Commission 
and supporting innovative 
companies. Thus, the use of 
e-commerce will be promoted 
for the selling of products 
and services internationally. 
All industrial sectors related 
to artificial intelligence are 
concerned in strengthening the 
European positions in the face 
of international competition. 
Efforts mainly focus on stand-
alone vehicles, industrial robots, 
care and entertainment robots, 
and drones. 

The Attractiveness 
of France

10 facts fully representative of the 
French economy’s reality can be 
listed to reflect the attractiveness 
of the French market:

1. France is known to be the 
leading European destination for 
the foreign direct investments in 
the industrial and logistics sectors;

2. The allocated research and 
development expenditure for 
Greater Paris is equivalent to that 
of Silicon Valley. France is the 
leading European destination for 
the founding of startups (Halle 
Freyssinet: the world’s largest 
incubator);

3. The number of foreign 
companies’ subsidiaries established 
in France is 20% higher than the 
one of international companies 
established in the United Kingdom;

4. The number of French 
companies listed in the top 500 
world companies is greater than 

that of Germany or the United 
Kingdom (31 against 28 and 29 
respectively);

5. The cost of renting an office 
in Marseille and Lyon is lower than 
in Amsterdam, and that in Paris 
business center is less than half 
that of the West End of London;

6. The cost of industrial labor 
is now lower in France than in 
Germany;

7. Productivity at work is slightly 
higher in France than in Germany 
and significantly greater than the 
European average; 

8. France earned nearly 10 places 
in the World Bank’s Doing Business 
Rank over three years. It is at the 
same level as the Netherlands, 
and now ahead of Switzerland and 
Japan;

9. The Finance Act which has 
just been adopted provides for 

a reduction of the corporate 
tax, aiming at reducing it to the 
European level;

10. The scientific activities’ 
capabilities and performance in 
France are exceptional: France 
ranks 4th in the world for the 
number of Nobel prizes since 
1950, 6th for the number of 
published scientific articles, and 
4th for the number of patents.

Additionally, many reforms 
aimed at improving the business 
environment in France are being 
implemented: a reduction of 40 
billion Euros from labor costs and 
corporate taxes, simplification 
of administrative and customs 
procedures, and labor market 
reforms. These measures should 
allow for a shift in nearly 5 GDP 
points from 2020 onwards. 

International investors can 
likewise benefit from the many 
structural advantages including an 
attractive geographical location, 
an infrastructure of high quality 
(including transportation), a 
diversified industry, a dynamic 
population, a skilled workforce, 
and an efficient ecosystem for 
startups. 



 French School of KUWAIT 
achieves outstanding results 

on GCC level 
Proud to be at LFK

The French School of Kuwait announced that it had 
achieved 71%   success in the French Baccalaureate 
well known for its demand on   the academic perfor-
mance . 

67%   of candidates received an honorable mention or 
very honorable . 

More Than that most of our students could enter the 
most prestigious universities and schools around the 
world ,  in France of course ,  but even in other coun-
tries for studies followed through ,  French ,  English or 
Arabic languages . 

Lycée FranÇais de Koweit

on the occasion of the

French National Day
P.O.Box: 9450 Salmiya - Postal Code 11095 - Kuwait

Tel.: 25730024 / 26 - Fax: 25730027

extends their Sincere congratulations
to the French Government

and our fellow French Citizens  

Al Fusool Company
For Education Services and Training


